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This reservoir surrounded by hills is lively in summer with aquatic plants,
and in winter with Thick-billed Bean Geese and other waterbirds.
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Kejo-numa
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Kejo-numa
‘This wetland in northem Miyagi prefecture has long been
as an irrigation pond. A weir dam was built in 1995 to m
agricultural water and flood control. Aquatic plant species initi
declined but are now abundant, and it was declared a Ramsar site i
October 2008 for its importance as a wintering site for Thick-billed
Bean Goose, White-fronted Goose and Whooper Swan.
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Rice paddies downstream of Kejo-numa
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Kejo-numa in summer
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Plants and animals of Kejo-numa
With over 700 species of plants. Kejo-numa is graced in summer with
lotus flowers and its surface covered with the water calirop Trapa
japonica. 1t has many dragonfly species, including those called
“butterfly dragonflies” (Rhyothemis fuliginosa.) in Japanese; 15 fish
species have also been recorded. In winter it is alive with waterbirds:
overwintering endangered species include the Red Data Book listed
Thick-billed Bean Goose (VU), White-fronted Goose, Baikal Teal
(VU) and Whooper Swan. A total of 112 bird species have been
confirmed.
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White-fronted Geese
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Roosting flocks of White-fronted Geese
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Kabukuri-numa and the surrounding rice paddies

Kabukuri-numa in northern Miyagi prefecture is a water-retarding
basin in the watershed of the Kitakami River. which flows through
Japan’s Tohoku (Northeast) region. Common reeds, Manchurian wild
rice and other aquatic plants cover the wetland. Several tens of
thousands of waterbirds such as White-fronted Goose and
Middendorf’s Bean Goose overwinter here, and in 2005 it was
designated as the first Ramsar site ever to expressly include the
surrounding rice paddies. Some are managed under a “winter-flooding”
regime aimed at expanding habitat for waterbirds while promoting
their co-existence with agriculture.
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Kabukuri-numa, alive with biodiversity,
and the Surrounding rice paddies, where human/bird co-existence is the goal.
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Middendorf s Bean Geese and Swans
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Plants and animals of Kabukuri-numa

So far, 219 species of birds, 32 species of fish, 409 species of plants
and 827 species of insects have been confirmed at Kabukuri-numa, In
summer Coot and Little Grebe breed; in fall, egrets, herons and
swallows roost; and in winter anatidac (ducks, geese, swans) and
various raptors overwinter here, Red Data Book listed plants such as
the hedge hyssop Gratiola japonica can also be found.
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Restored “Shiratori” wetland
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In Osaki City, Miyagi prefecture, a landscape can be seen where hum
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Migrations of the Bean Goose and White-fronted Goose

The wetlands Kabukuri-numa, Kejo-numa and Izu-numa in northern
Miyagi comprise Japan's premicr wintering arca for geese.
Thick-billed Bean Goose numbers are low — these birds migrate from
the west coast of the Kamchatka Penisula to Kejo-numa. The
White-fronted Goose migrates to Kabukuri-numa, Izu-numa and
Kejo-numa from the Chukehi Peninsula, 4,000 kilometers away.
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‘Wet rice agriculture that supports a rich ecosystem

For more than 2,000 years Japan’s agricultural village ecosystems were
maintained for food production, but due to modem agriculture’s copious

use of chemical pesticides and antificial fertilizer they are now at risk.

Recently, however, more farmers are attempting nature-restoration style
agriculture. Rich ecosystems make healthy economic growth possible, and
the practice of flooding rice paddies in winter, which promotes
agriculture/environment co-existence, is spreading in the Kabukuri-numa
area. A diversity of approaches have achieved success, such as the
development of local brands and transportation services arising from links
forged between the local Japan Agricultural Cooperative (JA) and a
Tokyo-area consumer co-op, national and local governments subsidy for
farms engaged in agriculture that co-exist with the environment, and
cooperative development of a local rice wine brand using rice raised by
such farms.
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ans and migratory birds live side by side.
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“Goose Village” connects Ramsar si i ivic b
~ Wet rice agriculture, co-existing with waterbirds benefits the local
community. An approach ready to expand from this site outwards.

Kabukuri-numa is one of Japan's premier wintering sites for White-fronted Goose
and Kejo-numa is Japan's almost anly one wintering site for Thick-billed Bean
Goose. Kabukuri-numa was designated in November 2005 as the first Ramsar site
ever to expressly include the surrounding rice paddies. Kabukuri-numa and its
wildlife serve as important resources for education and public awareness, and rice
agriculture in its paddies co-exists with wildlife and brings enhanced economic
benefits 1o famers. Kejo-numa [in Osaki City] became a Ramsar site in October,
2008; together with [zunuma, located in Tome and Kurihara Cities to the north, these

Ramsar sites form 4 broad triangle — Goose Village. We aim to expand our activities

in the Goose Village triang
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ADay in the Life of White-fronted Goose and Thick-billed Bean Goose

The Thick-billed Bean Geese usually spend the night at Kejo-numa,
flying up and away just before sunrisc and retuming just after sunset,
so it is difficult to spot them in the wetland during the day. The
White-fronted Geese usually spend the night in Kabukuri-numa or
Tzu-numa, and, like the Thick-billed Bean Geese, spend the day in the

rice paddies.
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Ramsar brand rice

In the rice paddies that form part of the Kabukuri-numa Ramsar site,
“Ramsar brand” rice is being raised by a production cooperative that uses
agricultural methods that put the natural powers of the local wildlife to
work. The result is wise use of the rice paddy wetland that benefits both the
‘wildlife and the economy.



